Shaker Woods Homeowner’s Association

Board Meeting

October 15, 2007

Reston Regional Library, Reston, Virginia

The meeting was called to order at 6:45 by Konrad Huppi.

Konrad reported that Tom Saluka (SP?) had volunteered to maintain the association website but found that he was unable to do it.  Konrad now has the permissions needed to update it himself.  The board is pursuing a professional web site manager.  Bill Duggleby commented that the budget could accommodate hiring a website manager. 

It was agreed that Kathy Devany would send an email to homeowners inquiring whether there were professionals in the neighborhood who could take over the website maintenance.

On the annual meeting, it was decided that we will have to postpone the meeting until late November or early December.  Bill Duggleby explained the process for getting on the ballot; potential candidates should send their statement of interest to Kathy Devaney.

Deirdra McLaughlin will get a meeting place and notice of the meeting will be sent.

There was considerable discussion about communication of activities that effect homeowners.  Some homeowners were adamant that communication for anything important (Columbia Gas, Verizon, Board Meetings) should be made by mail.  Others were just as adamant that communication by email is the most efficient and the way most people prefer to be contacted.

It was decided that at the annual meeting, a sign-up sheet would be available for homeowners to volunteer their time.  It was also decided, that there would be an opportunity for people to update their email addresses at the annual meeting.

Bill Duggleby briefed the budget; this fiscal year, SW HOA spent less than budgeted.  Bill explained why money was spent and that interest income was higher due to higher rates and a different banking arrangement.   Next year’s budget assumed dues will remain the same.
Neighborhood trash collection discussed and there was general agreement that the current arrangement is overall preferred.

On the issue of Columbia Gas clearing there was considerable discussion on the impact of their activities.  Chris Bass stated that the easement requires Columbia Gas to remedy the denuded condition of the area along Weihle.  It was agreed that the SWHOA would send a letter to Columbia Gas asking them to plant trees on the community property along Weihle Avenue.  This letter would be sent after sending an email to the community asking if anyone else had issues with their property.  Bill Duggleby made a motion to send Columbia Gas a letter asking them to plant trees to aesthetically improve the area, lessen traffic noise and promote safety.  The letter would be reviewed (or drafted by legal counsel) so that our options won’t be limited in the future.

Mike Gabby asked that school redistricting be added to the agenda and reported that FCPS is studying boundaries for Westfield, S. Lakes, Chantilly & HHS.  He believed that Shaker Woods properties would be hurt by this and wanted the HOA to get involved and report the information to the community.  After much discussion, it was agreed that the board would communicate the dates and information about boundary changes but would not take a position.
A homeowner requested that the weed infested area along Weihle be the topic of a future meeting.

The meeting ended at 8:35 pm
Action itmes:
· Send an email to the community asking

· Is anyone in the neighborhood a website professional who would take on our website

· If any properties were damaged or so denuded by Columbia Gas to need amelioration – other than Chris Bass’ – so their concerns can be included in the letter to Columbia Gas.

· Have legal counsel draft/approve a letter to Columbia Gas


· Set a date for the annual meeting


· Ensure that sign-up sheets are available at the annual meeting to

· Volunteer time to assist the board on community activities

· Correct or add email address

· Provide community with information on school boundary activities.


· Send notice of the annual meeting.
